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The Sycamore CasaLaguna West California Court 

Courtyard Hous 

The dominant southern California m1 
family dwelling type is the low-rise, 
high-density courtyard building. Whi 
these buildings are similar in their ty] 
ogy, they exhibit a variety of specific 

, architectural solutions arising from cc 
' textual, stylistic, and programmatic n 

arranged in series. The salient 
rules of the typology wer 

and user expectations. 
were actually so obvious and 

that most courts up to about 
were built not by architects, but 

understanding of their historical c 
value. 

As the location, density, and quality 
housing shifted to accom-

, however, architects became 
involved with their design. 

architects made particular con-
within the specific typologies 

Gill in his Lewis Courts in Sierra 
(1910) and the Horatio West 
in Santa Monica (1919), Rudolph 



! NZ!

6FT<!RD?B@8:BE!AD?9FGJQ!J:BE<G!:P:B@H<G@9!PB<9<G@!:GD@A<B!9FHF=:B!@8PD=DJ8!@D!@A<!

;?GJ:=DS!RD?B@>!':BE<G!:P:B@H<G@9!ADS<U<B!B<C<B!HDB<!J<G<B:==8!@D!:G8!@8P<!DC!

B<9FE<G@F:=Q!H?=@F^C:HF=8!9@B?R@?B<!@A:@!F9!FGRDBPDB:@<E!FG@D!:!=:GE9R:P<E!J:BE<G!DB!

RD?B@8:BE>!':BE<G!:P:B@H<G@9!:B<!J<G<B:==8!RDG9FE<B<E!@D!;<!PD9@!7DB=E!7:B!%%!

B<9FE<GR<9Q!:B<!DC@<G!I?F@<!=:BJ<Q!:GE!9DH<@FH<9!:9!;FJ!:9!:!9H:==!@DSG>NX!!

!

"F9@FGJ?F9AFGJ!;<@S<<G!J:BE<G!:P:B@H<G@9!:GE!RD?B@8:BE!AD?9FGJ!HDB<!J<G<B:==8Q!

S<!9<<!@A:@!@A<!;?GJ:=DS!RD?B@!CDR?9<9!9P<RF:=!:@@<G@FDG!DG!P<E<9@BF:G!9R:=<!:GE!

:RR<99>!/FGR<!@A<!RD?B@9!PB<E:@<E!@A<!PBD=FC<B:@FDG!DC!@A<!:?@DHD;F=<Q!@A<8!S<B<!

G<U<B!E<9FJG<E!@D!:RRDHHDE:@<!DB!PBFDBF@F[<!R:B9!:;DU<!@A<!G<<E9!DC!@A<!P<E<9@BF:G>!

(DE:8Q!DU<B!:!A?GEB<E!8<:B9!=:@<BQ!:GE!SF@A!R:B^DSG<B9AFP!?;FI?F@D?9Q!@A<!

;?GJ:=DS!RD?B@39!P<E<9@BF:G^CDR?9<E!E<9FJG!F9!:J:FG!:!HDE<=Q!:9!;?F=E<B9!:GE!?B;:G!

P=:GG<B9!GDSQ!HDB<!@A:G!<U<BQ!=DDT!CDB!HDB<!P<E<9@BF:G!CBF<GE=8!E<9FJG!DP@FDG9>!

*DG9FE<BQ!CDB!<V:HP=<Q!@A<!R:B<C?=!PBDR<99FDG:B8!P:@A9!<V<HP=:B8!DC!;?GJ:=DS!

RD?B@90!

7F@A!@A<!:=HD9@!?GFU<B9:=!h5i^9A:P<!;?F=EFGJ!
RDGCFJ?B:@FDGQ!9P<RFCFR!P=:R<H<G@!DC!:BRAF@<R@?B:=!
C<:@?B<9Q!:GE!B<9@BFR@FDG!DC!U<AFR?=:B!@B:CCFR!@D!@A<!
PBDP<B@8!<EJ<Q!@A<!R<G@B:=!RD?B@8:BE!<H<BJ<E!:9!@A<!
UF9?:=!CDR:=!PDFG@!:GE!BD?@<!DC!P<E<9@BF:G!:RR<99>!
#G@B:GR<!@D!@A<!;?GJ:=DS!RD?B@!DC@<G!RDHH<GR<E!:@!@A<!
9FE<S:=TQ!SF@A!P:99:J<!@ABD?JA!:!@DBFFQ!;<@S<<G!PF<B9Q!
DB!@ABD?JA!:G!DP<GFGJ!FG!:!S:==!DB!A<EJ<>!$BDH!@AF9!
PDFG@Q!DG<!DB!@SD!S:=TS:89!<V@<GE<E!@A<!=<GJ@A!DC!@A<!
RD?B@Q!RDGG<R@<E!UF:!9ADB@<B!@D!<:RA!?GF@g6:SGQ!
9AB?;;<B8Q!:GE!D@A<B!P=:G@FGJ9!RB<:@<E!:@@B:R@FU<!
=:GE9R:PFGJQ!:@!@FH<9!SF@A!:G!<VD@FR!:H;F<GR<>!(A<!
CB<I?<G@!?9<!DC!CBDG@!PDBRA<9!<GA:GR<E!@A<!:PP<:=!:GE!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
NX!e<8=DG!<@!:=>Q!h':BE<G!-P:B@H<G@9!DC!6D9!-GJ<=<90!)F9@DBFR!*DG@<V@!/@:@<H<G@>i!



! NX!

:RR<99F;F=F@8!DC!@A<!RD?B@8:BE!;8!FG@<JB:@FGJ!<V@<BFDB!
:GE!FG@<BFDB!9P:R<9>NY!

!

-@!@A<!@FH<!DC!@A<FB!RDG9@B?R@FDGQ!;?GJ:=DS9!DC!@AF9!9F[<!:GE!DBF<G@:@FDG!S<B<!

J<G<B:==8!9H:==!FG!RDHP:BF9DG!@D!@A<!RDHHDG!9@:GE:BE9!DC!:!9FGJ=<!C:HF=8!ADH<>!

"<9PF@<!@AF9!HDE<9@!9F[<Q!@A<9<!9@B?R@?B<9!S<B<!DC@<G!RDG9FE<B<E!H?RA!HDB<!

:JB<<:;=<!@A:G!H?=@F^C:HF=8!AD?9FGJ!:=@<BG:@FU<9Q!DCC<BFGJ!@A<!PBFU:R8!:GE!I?F<@G<99!

DC!:!E<@:RA<E!9@B?R@?B<Q!HDE<BG!:H<GF@F<9Q!9?RA!:9!D?@CF@@<E!TF@RA<G9!:GE!

;:@ABDDH9Q!:9!S<==!:9!9DH<@FH<9!PBDUFEFGJ!C?BGF9AFGJ9!@D!@A<!@<G:G@!c$FJ?B<!N>Wf>!%G!

NYNMQ!@A<!TF@RA<G!S:9!DG=8!`?9@!;<JFGGFGJ!@D!FGRDBPDB:@<!@A<!RDGU<GF<GR<9!@A:@!S<!

CFGE!RDHHDGP=:R<!@DE:8Q!9?RA!:9!B<CBFJ<B:@DB9!:GE!FR<!;DV<9Q!RD?G@<B!9P:R<Q!:GE!

=:BJ<!9FGT9!:GE!C:?R<@9Q!8<@!S<!CFGE!@A<H!FG!@A<!;?GJ:=DS!RD?B@>!!

!

$FJ?B<!N>W0!*:=FCDBGF:!4?GJ:=DS!$=DDB!2=:G>!*D?B@<98!DC!48<B9Q!h(A<!4?GJ:=DS!*D?B@!%E<:!/ADSG!FG!
2B:R@FR:=!,P<B:@FDG>i!

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
NY!*F@8!DC!2:9:E<G:Q!h&:@FDG:=!.<JF9@<B!DC!)F9@DBFR!2=:R<9!%GU<G@DB8^!&DHFG:@FDG!
$DBH>i!

(' . THE BUNGALOW COURT AND CoOPERATIVE LIVING 
. ·- ••. ,."'-.. ------·"''Yi>'-. ....•.. :.· . ,,' ·:-:-, 

,SY>' ·- - '. -.. ··- :'"' -

eral style which seems to bind them togeth-
er in one harmonious scheme. This con-
necting link is noticeable in the roof lines; 
also in the fact that the outside walls of all 
the bungalows are shingled. In structural 
lines, they differ considerably, and 
in the masonry work they are widely varied. 
Concrete is employed in four of them, 
brick in three, and cobblestones in the re-
maining one. Cobblestones are also intro-
duced, in hit-and-miss fashion, into two of 
those in which brick is used. The styles 
are characteristic of the true bungalow, and 
these channing little houses constitute cozy 
and comfortable homes, entirely independ-
ent of one another except that they have 
a claim in common upon the court space. 

Each bungalow possesses three rooms-a 
combination living room and dining room, 
one bedroom and the kitchen-besides the 
bathroom and a rear screened porch. The 
living room contains either a fireplace or a 
gas grate, and a built-in wall bed ; the bed-
room has a large closet, and the kitchen, the 
customary conveniences. The interior fin-
ish is in good taste, and the equipment is 
modem and complete. In the living room 
the walls are papered, and in most instances 
there are built-in bookcases and a window-
seat. 

ECONOMY OF THE BVNGALOW CoURT 
• The bungal'?ws are completely furnished 
m an appropriate manner, and the tenants 
are entitled to tbe use of the garage. The 
court is kept in order by the owner's 
attendant, who mows the lawn, cultivates 
318 
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and prunes the shrubbery and trees, irri-
gates and otherwise renders the same serv-
ice that is guaranteed to the occupants of 
an apartment house. This means that the 
court is always kept in an attractive condi-' 
tion, and at night it is illuminated by an 
ornamental electrolier stationed in the 
center. 

Exclusive of the furniture, each bunga-
low an average cost of $1.500, 
which mcludes its proportion of the park-

:• 
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Bungalow courts offer a unique housing solution today, just 
as they did when first conceived more than eighty years 
ago. Their design offers both privacy and a sense of 
community and allows them to fit unobtrusively into single 
family neighborhoods while providing increased density. In 
higher density zones, the low profile and garden setting of a 
bungalow court can blend nicely wile adding diversity and 
green space. The historic importance of a bungalow court, 
its typically sound construction, and the attention to detail 
in the design of each unit make this form of housing 
especially desirable today.]\ 

 
 

At the time of their construction in the 1910s and 1920s, bungalow courts were relatively 

inexpensive to construct, making them accessible to small-time developers as there was 

no need for much up-front money for land. The land was both inexpensive and 

plentiful.]W Yet in the 1970s and 1980s in dense and affluent suburb of Los Angeles, the 

land value precluded all other development incentives. The bungalow courts were no 

longer valuable to land owners and they often met the fate of the wrecking ball.  

 

In 1933, there were 414 bungalow courts in Pasadena. By 1989, due to widespread 

demolition, the number had decreased to 112. Even during the city’s historic bungalow 

court resource survey, eleven courts were demolished.]Z Currently, of the city’s 

remaining bungalow courts, forty-three have a form of historic designation and twenty-
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one are ineligible for designation because of alterations to their original design, 

configuration, or location.]X Pasadena’s oldest bungalow court ever documented, St. 

Francis Court designed by Sylvanus Marston, has also lost its historic integrity as only 

five of the original eleven bungalows remain and are scattered on individual lots away 

from the court’s initial location.]Y 

 

As Mrs. Bogaard argued above, these structures were inherently useful on a social level 

and they responded to real needs from the community, yet their value was being ignored 

by the bottom line and a lack of creativity in considering alternative options for their 

viability. Stewart Brand stated in his seminal work How Buildings Learn: What Happens 

After They’re Built that “every building leads three contradictory lives- as habitat, as 

property, and as component of the surrounding community.”\M He argued that these 

contradictory uses pose endless tensions, but that the most resilient structures would not 

assume their form and function based on market forces. He reiterated the problematic 

approach to ignoring inherent social value in buildings in saying that “seeking to be 

anybody’s house it becomes nobody’s.”\N For the bungalow courts of Pasadena, the 

buildings were not satisfactory as pieces of property alone, yet they were invaluable as 

habitats and as components of the community, giving them a stronger sense of social 

value than their exchange value as commodities. The strongest evidence of their social 

value and practicality is seen in their transcendence as a relevant and useful form of 

housing over a hundred years after their prominence. 
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Use value is defined as satisfying a human need or want.\L The use-value of a product 

responds to social needs and not to market forces and is considered to have a positive 
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Figure 4.2: Garden Court Typology. *D?B@<98!DC!2D=8[DFE<9Q!/A<BSDDEQ!:GE!(FR<Q!!&3*#$)*+%:&3."-4%"-%
=&.%/-4,5,.> 
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A. Provide appropriately located areas for medium and 
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high density residential neighborhoods that are consistent 
with and implement the Medium Density, Medium-High 
Density, and High Density Residential, land use 
designations of the General Plan, and with the standards of 
public health and safety established by this Zoning Code; 
B. Promote multiple-family residential developments 
having maximum economic life and stability; 
C. Integrate the street and the site visually and functionally 
as a total environment; 
D. Achieve an appropriate level of design quality consistent 
with or better than the surrounding neighborhood and the 
price range of the development; 
E. Relate new development to the existing environment in 
scale, material, and character so that Pasadena's inherent 
human scale, visual, and functional diversity may be 
maintained and enhanced; and 
F. Restrict alterations to the existing grade, except for 
minor grading for landscaping purposes and for 
subterranean parking.XM 
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Although the process (including city council meetings, advocacy efforts, and various 

design proposals) took almost twenty years, the completed Vista del Arroyo 

Bungalows were successfully restored in 2004. The complications involved in this 

project illustrate the imperative need for cities to have their key players in agreement 

in order to accomplish effective urban reform. Planners, architects, political figures, 

preservation and development interests all have to work in accordance to achieve a 

city’s goals.  
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