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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFPC5LxuP5g&t=16s










https://projects.apnews.com/features/2023/from-birth-to-death/index.html


Tips from Star Tribune Data Editor MaryJo Webster



Use rates, ratios, proportions, 
fractions

The state spends $16.6 billion per year on health care. 

OR

Annually, the state spends the equivalent of $3,000 per 
person on health care.

.07% of kindergarteners had a medical exemption to 
vaccines. 

OR

7 out of 10,000 kindergarteners had a medical exemption
       M  J  W b



Ditch the Decimals!

Don’t use decimals for something that
cannot be divided (i.e. people). 

Decimals imply a level of precision
that cannot be guaranteed. 



https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014809107-New-York-Times-Opinion-Guest-Essays




Thank You!

Michelle Levander
levander@usc.edu
213-821-8857
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Tips from New York Times Health and Science Reporter Pam Belluck

-Think about why and how the subject would matter to a general audience. What is 
it that general readers would care about? Does your research have potential impact 
for a medical condition, for an environmental problem, for better understanding of 
some social issue?
-Don't hype. Don't exaggerate the importance of your research. Your credibility and 
the credibility of the research rest on making sure the work is being 
appropriately described.
-Point out, at least briefly, what is still unknown about the subject you're writing 
about. Don't imply that your  research solves all the problems and answers all the 
important questions.
-Use examples or analogies to situations people would relate to. But don't use too 
many examples or analogies — include one or two particularly applicable ones.
-Don't talk down to people in your writing. Simplify, but don't over-simplify.
-Read your piece out loud to one or more "regular people," people who are 
emblematic of the audience you hope to reach with your piece. Do they stumble over 
anything or find anything confusing or too wordy? That might suggest that you need 
to revise accordingly.



Citation Links from Center for Health Journalism Fellows

• Toxic City Project, Philadelphia Inquirer
• Margo Snipe on Black Maternal Mortality, Capital B
• Telemundo Reporting on Harms from Clinical Trials
• Anita Hofschneider Reporting on Pacific Islander Health
• El Tecolote Reporting on Undocumented Families during the Pandemic
• Dr. Jan Gurley reporting on homelessness and other topics
• Dr. Manoj Jain on the practice of medicine
• Arcenio Lopez on Mixteco farmworkers during the pandemic

https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/barbara-laker
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/margo-snipe
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/jorge-carrasco
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/anita-hofschneider
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/adriana-camarena
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/r-jan-gurley
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/manoj-jain
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/arcenio-lopez
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